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Vastreserves of low quality oil underlie the boreal forest surrounding
Fort McMurray in northern Alberta, Canada in the form of "Athabasca oil
sands.” While these reserves have been known since the early 20th
century the high cost of extracting usable oil from these "oil sands™
R limited the development of a viable oil sands mining industry. In 2003
o AN 2y ¢ the rising cost of crude oil led the Oil and Gas Journal to formally
W1 ERs 20 Nmember Al recognize Canada’s oil sands as aviable resource (Woynillowicz et
e R al., 2005). The oil held in these reserves raises Canada to second
place on the list of oil rich countries, behind only Saudi Arabia in total
reserves (Oil and Gas Journal, 2004).
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Gross primary production (GPF) from MQODIS: Dec. 18 — Dec. 25, 2000
MOCDIS Land Science Team ! University of Mantana
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- water surplus all year
around(ATS=>400mm);

Region A2: water surplus all year
around(ATS<400mm);

Region B1: water surplus with some
months deficit (ATD <200 mm);
: water surplus with some
months deficit (ATD =200 mm);
. water deficit with some
months surplus (ATD <200 mm);

: water deficit with some
months surplus (ATD =200 mm).

Region D1: water deficit all year
around (ATD <200 mm);
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